Sept enber 16, 1999 413

Secretary Dan G ickman

United States Departnent of Agriculture
1400 | ndependence Ave., SW

Washi ngton, D.C 20250

Dear M. Qickman,

| want you to know that | strongly support your decision to cal
for an independent scientific review of the approval process for
bi ot echnol ogy, and for a study on the |long-term health and envi-
ronnental risks of growing and eating genetically engineered

f oods. | particularly want to stress the inportance of nanda-
tory rather than voluntary labeling for all products containing
genetically engineered ingredients. W have a right to know
what's in our food, and conpanies should be required to tell us
if any ingredients are transgenic.

Thank you on behalf of all Americans who buy and eat donestic
food products.

Alex Stephens
3145 Brighton 4th St. #402
Brookl yn, N.Y. 11235
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